
UFL, has Just bud a chance tg read it copy of ‘S 
tenafaal report on his three-year pr@ ject oa the Genctias of Bacteria,, 
i&q 1, 19ti - April 30, k951, In U cov?Uus letter he briefiy explores 
the possibility of aontlwed aid for his work, aski= s;>eaifiW lp for 

.anf3 or two years1 support for Dr. pi D. Skaaq (greviously'with ~onrrebs~. 
As the three-year lirnitatiou of 'th& .gran$ %  aid ~echauism is now over with 
fn L's case, the possibiLity of a Trustee action for the support of his 
work arisss. Such yossNla action +robtibi;l. should ~oA~ow: 

1. A  review of his last three @zarsD work. 

2. Receipt of it formal description of his-j>rojected future work. 

3. A visit to his laboratory in ViscousFn. 

In reviewing L's report of his .i.m t three years' grunt in aid, 
there is a gossral tone of maturity und comi'$te?lCe that is quite striking 
in a woi-ker who was rat&r well f inown for h.ic~ Immtwiby and braskaess a 
few yearr4go. L has now becow, oyyarsntly, on6 of the wtild's experts 
QL bacterial, tjenetlas, givin* 
3iwbor S$poaium this year. 

b the falk on this subject at the Cold S&~&g 
fn his report he mentions suoh lnteresti.nc: 

findI& as the routino production of bacterial hybrids, the extension of 
his work from  E. coli to the yarat.Jphoid group, as well w stildiss on the 
coli ph~~s'and the eiucive 'L. forms" ot‘ coli thiit are filt&uble in 85.~0. 
AU in all, L has produced some thirteen gapers in rocogniaed Journals 
during t&s lust three-year period and nc~jr be cousidered to have &t the 
wmrrsncs of “sexfi in bacteria on u complstely firm  scientific basis 
that is beyond question today. It should be remarbd of course that usually 
%hs word %ex" comotks a m&e nnd a fotie, one of which does not produce 
WY P~&W l in +toria, this of course itl not the case, aa both cells 
.fxm tiaue to divide by fission, but’ from u genetic poht of view the ssme 
$u~ose ls answered,as in hidher animafo, ~1s nucleoprotein (genej reshur'fliug 
and sort& out htive then pl&ce with the consoqtiont production of differing 
progeny (often bettor .rble to adapt to th e 
any mututlon nachtinism tnr,t EI;L~ esfs';. 

environment), quite upart from  

To have done al& of this in three yesrs and with a totai R?' in- 
rsstmnt of $7,5W would sssm to be one of the best experiences to date of 
the’~raut in aid program . Wow that the U-u-e+year trial period is over, it 
wm&d seem that L is a genuinely original scientist of high capscity curd 
@~~uitra dedhti,tLon. Bef0tie.a Trustee action should bs initiated, however, 
various opinlotis of men such trs Beadle, Kalier, Demerec, Davis, stc., should 
be collected, &ad if these opialons confirm the above point of view, yerhbps 
a three-year Trustee action of $15,OcrO - $20,~00 m ight well be in order. 


